
   
     Invitation to participate in a national conference call: 

 IMPROVING WETLAND RESTORATION PERMITTING SUCCESS 
 
 
 
For State and Tribal Regulatory Agencies: 
    Tuesday July 10, 2012, from 1:00 – 2:30 PM 
 
For Restoration Partners (agencies, NGO’s): 
    Tuesday July 10, 2012, from 3:30 – 5:00 PM 
 

To participate, please send an e-mail to laura@aswm.org  indicating which call you would 
like to participate in  and she will send you the conference call number.  Please review 
the question below in preparation for the call.  

    
Introduction 
The Association of State Wetland Managers (ASWM) is currently engaged in a project funded 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to assist states and tribes in improving the 
process of permitting of voluntary wetland restoration projects.  A number of states have 
developed general permits or interagency agreements to facilitate wetland restoration, but 
several states agree that more could be done to resolve tensions between permitting agencies, 
and those agencies and organizations that carry out voluntary wetland restoration projects (i.e. 
not restoration not carried out to meet permit mitigation requirements).  The goals of this project 
are to increase mutual understanding of permitting issues and obstacles, to identify the most 
useful means of overcoming the concerns of all stakeholders, and to facilitate wetland 
restoration. 

The ASWM plans to hold two nationwide conference calls to gather input (1) from states, tribes, 
and federal regulatory agencies, and (2) from restoration partners (both government and 
nongovernmental organizations).  The final product of this project will be a handbook for 
conservation/restoration groups including information and recommendations regarding 
regulatory issues associated with wetland restoration.  Related information will be posted on 
ASWM web pages, www.aswm.org.  Following these calls, we will form a workgroup of 
individuals interested in further discussion, and in assisting in review and editing of a draft 
manual.   
 

Issue Statement 

Given the extent of historic loss of wetlands across the continental U.S., the restoration of 
wetland habitat has been embraced by a range of interest groups.  Wetland restoration and 
enhancement can replace and expand important habitat, provide increased flood storage, 
contribute to the management and protection of other surface waters, and offer recreational 
opportunities.   The private landowners, government agencies, and non-profit organizations that 
contribute to wetland restoration rightly view their actions as beneficial to the natural 
environment, and to their human communities – and their goals typically parallel those of other 
wetland professionals.   Supporters of restoration projects resist requirements that 
unnecessarily increase project costs or delay implementation.    
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However, given the scope of past alteration of the landscape, restoration projects often 
necessitate construction that alters existing wetland and water resources and buffer areas.  
Local, state, and federal permit requirements may be triggered by actions such as placement of 
dikes or excavation within existing wetlands; impoundment of stream channels; alteration of 
floodplains; or placement of temporary wetland crossings to reach a project site.   Regulatory 
agencies may fully support the goals of wetland restoration, but are charged with ensuring that 
authorized projects do not result in unintended consequences – such as flooding or drainage of 
property off the project site, blocking fish passage, or movement of contaminated soils.    
 
It is in the interest of all stakeholders to encourage the effective restoration of wetlands and 
other associated aquatic systems with a minimal regulatory burden, while recognizing the 
responsibilities of permitting agencies.   

 
 
Input from states, tribes, and their conservation partners 

We recognize the importance of considering the perspectives of both permit agencies and 
conservation/restoration organizations.   Initial conference calls with each group  will be used to 
identify topics for further discussion by a focused workgroup – and we therefore hope to touch 
on a wide range of issues during the these calls.   The following are some questions to consider 
prior to this call.  Please note that these questions are intended to initiate a dialog, but not to 
limit the discussion. 

Some Questions for Wetland Regulatory Agencies:     

• To what extent wetland restoration activities are regulated by your agency? 
 

• Are you concerned that permit requirements can cause delays discourage restoration 
activities? 
 

• Have you found that some restoration activities have adverse impacts on existing waters 
or wetlands, or have had unintended consequences that challenge your permitting 
program?     
 
If so, what are the primary environmental concerns? 
 

• How your tribe or state has coordinated review of permit applications to address 
challenges, or to facilitate the restoration process? 
 

• What issues have been the most difficult to resolve? 
 

• What misconceptions regarding the permit process have you encountered in working 
with restoration agencies and organizations? 
 

• What recommendations would you make to regulatory agencies to improve the 
permitting process for restoration projects? 
 

• What recommendations would you make to restoration/conservation stakeholders? 
 



Some Questions for Wetland Restoration/Conservation Stakeholders:   

• What are the general issues or concerns of your organization related to state/federal 
permit requirements? 
 

• Have you found that permit requirements can cause delays, increase costs, or otherwise 
discourage restoration activities? 
 

• Have you found the regulatory process helpful in anyway (technical advice, refinement of 
design)? 
 

• Are your concerns related to legal requirements and potential restrictions, or to the 
permitting process (e.g. time needed, fees, etc.)?   
 

• To what extent have your concerns been addressed by the Corps Nationwide General 
Permits, or by state general permits, MOA’s, etc? 
 

• For your organization, what is the single most challenging aspect(s) of the permit 
process – or the issue that is most difficult to resolve? 
 

• What are the most common misconceptions held by regulatory agencies? 
 

• What would you recommend to regulatory agencies to improve the permit program? 
 

• What would you recommend to other conservation organizations to minimize permit 
issues?   

 

If you would like to discuss this project, or have questions or concerns, please contact Peg 
Bostwick (peg.bostwick@aswm.org,  517-626-6981).      
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