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MICHIGAN WETLANDS ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES 
 2011 STATE WETLAND CONFERENCE 

 

The Michigan Wetlands Association is pleased to announce a statewide wetland conference, to 
convene August 30 – September 2, 2011 at the Grand Traverse Resort near Traverse City, Michigan.    
This conference will be co-sponsored by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment, with financial support from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the NOAA 
Coastal Zone Program, and will be open to the public. 

Highlights will include a special symposium on climate change adaptation – emphasizing the link 
between wetland management and restoration and response to climate change.  The Association of 
State Wetland Managers (ASWM) will contribute to this symposium, and to a paper prepared after the 
event summarizing recommendations for the state.  In addition, sessions are planned to share 
information on recent changes to Michigan’s regulatory program, wetland monitoring and assessment, 
and other topics through a mix of invited and contributed papers.  The conference will be preceded by 
an interstate meeting of wetland research organizations that are contributing to a basin-wide coastal 
wetland monitoring project funded by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.    

The Michigan Wetlands Association (MWA) was formed in 2010, and is dedicated to the protection and 
restoration of wetland and associated ecosystems through science based programs, education, and  
stewardship.   MWA is Michigan’s only statewide organization focused exclusively on wetland 
protection.  Its members include wetland professionals, wetland scientists and educators, conservation 
and environmental organization staff, students, concerned citizens, and local, state, and federal agency 
staff.  “The Michigan Wetlands Association was organized to provide a forum for sharing and technical 
information on wetland resource management, as well as to encourage a cohesive and science-based 
response to the challenges facing wetland managers in our state”, said MWA President Steven 
Niswander (Niswander Environmental, LLC).  “Response to formation of the MWA has been very 
positive, and we expect that this conference will build upon the MWA’s well attended 2010 meetings.” 

Please save the date for this event.   Further information regarding the conference agenda and 
registration information will be posted on the MWA website at www.miwetlands.org as it is developed.   
Participants will be able to take advantage of a special conference rate at the Grand Traverse Resort 
though the Labor Day weekend if desired. 
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