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Project Background 
 

In August 2011, the DEQ and the Association of State Wetlands Managers held a Special Symposium on 

“Wetland Management in Response to Climate Change,” in conjunction with the statewide Annual 

Wetlands Conference presented by the Michigan Wetlands Association.  The symposium included a 

variety of presentations by researchers, wetland managers, and wetland policy professionals, that focused 

on the goals and challenges associated with implementing climate change adaptation strategies for 

wetlands in Michigan. 

 

As a result of the symposium and this project, the Association of State Wetlands Managers developed a 

white paper outlining the climate change predictions for Michigan’s wetlands, and identifying specific 

adaptation strategies and recommendations for Michigan agencies and land managers. 

The Climate Change Adaptation Plan focuses on recommendations for 

adaptation in five main focus areas: 

 

I. Advanced Strategic Planning 

II. Monitoring and Assessment 

III. Voluntary Restoration, Conservation and Management 

IV. Regulation 

V. Integration with Other Water Programs for Watershed Management 

Development of an internet-based GIS Tool to display continually 

updated information on temperature, precipitation, ice and snow 

cover, water levels, changing vegetation patterns, etc.  This tool 

can be used to measure status and trends in this climate 

information, on a state or regional scale. 

Research specific climate change 

vulnerabilities by various wetland type, based 

on Michigan’s Natural Communities.  

Support existing programs which conserve 

and restore wildlife habitat corridors. 

Prioritize preservation of peat-dominated 

wetlands, to protect major carbon stores. 

Examples of Adaptation Recommendations 

“Collectively, these actions provide both an opportunity and a framework for developing 

and implementing a Climate Change Adaptation Plan for Coastal and Inland Wetlands in 

the State of Michigan.” 

Identify opportunities for land management and 

conservation actions to promote coastal wetland 

protection and enhancement in preparation for 

significant water level fluctuations. 

Evaluate feasibility of wetland restoration 

for carbon sequestration. 

Prepare, distribute, and host local or regional workshops 

on climate change adaptation best management practices 

for wetlands. 


